
YLC Nominees 2020 – Event Ideas: 

 

Mark Adgeboye 

Protecting Women Human Rights 
Defenders: Celebrating the 20th 

anniversary of the UN mandate on the 
DHRD  

 

6.00pm - 7.30pm Thursday 20th February 2020 
 

Hogan Lovells, Atlantic House, Holborn Viaduct, London 
EC1A 2FG 

Registration from 5.45pm 
The Human Rights Lawyers Association, is pleased to invite you to a panel discussion on 
the protection of women human rights defenders. 
 
The panel will discuss the work of women human rights defenders, their vulnerabilities and 
the risks associated with their work, and the existing legal protections afforded to them. The 
event will mark the 20th anniversary of the United Nations mandate on the Declaration on 
Human Rights Defenders. 
 
Our speakers will focus on the impact of gender-specific threats and violence to women 
human rights defender. In addition, they will discuss the importance of the Declaration on 
Human Rights Defenders (DHRD) in recognising the rights of all human rights defenders 
and the challenges of its application within and across states. 
 
Speakers: 
 

• Baroness Helena Kennedy QC (Barrister, Doughty Street Chambers) 
 

• Anna Neistat (The Senior Director of Research, Amnesty International) 
 

• Radhika Handa (Southall Black Sisters) 
 

• Sultana Tafadar (Barrister, No5 Chambers) 
 



The discussion will include a Q&A session for audience members to participate in the 
debate. 
 
Attendance is free but please register by emailing administrator@hrla.org.uk. This promises 
to be a popular event, with previous HRLA events on religious rights attracting large 
audiences, so please register early to avoid disappointment. 

 

Lauren Chaplin 

 

Who gets to save the planet? 

  
Discussion topic: 
Sea-levels are rising, extreme weather events are becoming commonplace, and international emissions 
targets are routinely missed. The global South is currently bearing the brunt of climate change, but no 
one will be unaffected. In short, you should be terrified. Law can help mitigate the worst excesses of 
governments and corporations, but only if cases are brought – and won. But who can bring them? 
  
This event would look at the various channels through which environmental claims can be funnelled: 
judicial review, and criminal and tort law. After identifying the actors able to bring such challenges 
(such as NGOs and individuals with standing), discussion would then turn to legislative and 
jurisprudential changes needed to empower more people and groups to launch litigation, such as the 
introduction of ecocide laws or the constitutional granting of legal personhood to nature, as has 
happened in Ecuador. 
  
Format: A panel discussion, followed by an audience Q&A. 
 	
Suggested speakers: 

·       Rowan Smith (Leigh Day) - https://www.leighday.co.uk/Our-experts/Senior-staff/Rowan-
Smith: Rowan is a dedicated public lawyer, currently instructed by Friends of the Earth in their 
challenge to the Government's policy decision to expand Heathrow Airport. 
·       Farhana Yamin (Chatham House) – https://www.bond.org.uk/person/farhana-yamin: Fahana 
is an environmental lawyer who worked on the 2015 Paris Agreement, and was arrested during the 
2019 Extinction Rebellion protests for supergluing herself to Shell's offices. 
·       Marc Willers QC (Garden Court Chambers): A leading environmental silk, Marc has been 
instructed to bring a multi-state complaint before the European Court of Human Rights on behalf 
of a number of Portuguese youth applicants, who will argue that their Convention rights are being 
violated because of the states' individual and collective failure to take appropriate steps to tackle 
climate change. 
·       Marika Brewitz (ClientEarth): Marika is a legal researcher for ClientEarth's climate 
programme. 

 

 

 

 



 

Hannah Cheeseborough 

Unifying Protests 
London Design Museum - Visual Language of Protest Exhibition  
From	the	Extinction	Rebellion	climate	protests	that	spread	around	the	world	to	uniquely	
British	Brexit	demonstrations,	2019	has	been	dominated	by	protests	of	all	colours	and	
stripes.	The	campaigns	may	be	radically	different,	from	fire	engines	spraying	fake	blood	to	
giant	baby	blimps,	but	what	unites	their	different	ambitions	is	the	same	legal	framework	
underlying	the	right	to	protest.	This	discussion	will	explore	issues	such	as	the	balancing	act	
of	ensuring	a	desired	impact	without	alienating	public	opinion	and	if	and	when	it	is	
appropriate	to	qualify	the	rights	to	protest	through	the	distinguished	panel’s	experiences	of	
UK	demonstrations.		
	
Raj	Chada		
Raj	Chada	is	a	leading	criminal	solicitor	at	Hodge	Jones	and	Allen	who	represented	all	15	
defendants	in	the	Stanstead	15	case	where	they	were	accused	of	terrorist	offences	in	
relation	to	a	direct	action.		
	
Hossein	Zahir	QC		
Hossein	Zahir	QC	who	is	a	leading	criminal	barrister	at	Garden	Court	Chambers	represented	
the	Rotherham	12	who	were	charged	with	violent	disorder	after	a	peaceful	anti-fascist	
demonstration.		
	
Gina	Miller		
Gina	Miller,	a	prominent	campaigner,	has	twice	been	at	the	forefront	of	successful	legal	
challenges	against	the	government.	Namely,	the	Supreme	Court	ruling	in	favour	of	giving	
MPs	a	say	over	triggering	Article	50	and	the	ruling	that	the	suspension	of	Parliament	was	
unlawful.		
	
Sadiq	Khan		
Sadiq	Khan	has	served	as	the	the	Mayor	of	London	since	2016	and	during	this	time	has	been	
at	the	forefront	of	the	demonstrations	for	a	fresh	Brexit	referendum	and	has	spoken	out	
against	the	holding	of	the	world’s	largest	arms	fair	in	London.		
	
Cressida	Dick		
Appointed	as	Commissioner	of	the	Metropolitan	Police	in	2017	Cressida	Dick	has	overseen	
the	policing	of	the	capital’s	protests	for	the	past	few	years.		
	
Grass	Roots	protestor	-	TBC	

 

 



 
 
Anna Dannreuther 
 
On 12 December 2019 the Conservative Party was re-elected on a manifesto including a commitment to 
establish a 'Constitution, Democracy & Rights Commission' in 2020.  To assist with this, on 28 December 
2019, the UK think tank, Policy Exchange, published Protecting the Constitution.  This report 'outlines 
measures that the Government, with the support of Parliament, should consider taking to 
restore the proper constitutional role of the courts.'  These include very significant changes to the UK's 
constitutional structure, including its human rights law, which the report refers to as a 'complex' that 
'distorts our ordinary law'. 
 
Policy Exchange is a significant think tank and several of its other proposals have previously 
been adopted by the Government.  This particular report is likely to be influential both because it is 
authored by Richard Ekins, a prominent public law professor, and because the Government has committed to 
establishing this Commission within the next year.  It is therefore important that the report's proposals be 
debated and scrutinised fully, and soon, by a diverse range of experts. 
 
I propose an HRLA event focused on discussion of this report.  The speakers would include Richard Ekins 
and other public law specialists, both academics and practitioners, such as George Peretz QC, Mark Elliott, 
and Jessica Simor QC, and Liora Lazarus, many of whom have already offered initial views.  This could be 
held at any suitable venue, such as my own inn, Lincoln's Inn, a law firm, or chambers.  To facilitate 
discussion, it may be appropriate to schedule this event as an evening panel discussion followed by a drinks 
reception.   
 
 
Rosie Gibson 
 
I would like to run an event with a discussion about the role of Human Rights within refugee 
communities, with a focus on the legislative and practical changes that Brexit might trigger. 
Depending on the speakers, I imagine that the discussion would gravitate towards the UK’s 
participation in the Dublin system which regulates standards of protection and assistance for 
refugees, family reunification and state responsibility for asylum applications.	
 	
My three ideal speakers would be as follows:	
 	

1.     My ideal speaker would be (of course!) Lord Dubs. I would hope that he could share updates 
about the Dubs Amendment and considerations of note from the Cross-Parliament Joint 
Committee on Human Rights, amongst any other musings in relation to the future of refugee 
rights in the UK and the implication this might have on individuals’ Human Rights.	

 	
2.     Colin Yeo of Garden Court Chambers previously discussed the impact of Brexit on UK 

Asylum law as part of an International Refugee Law seminar series in 2017. He could provide 
updated ideas about the future of Asylum law reflecting political developments over the last 
couple of years.	

 	
3.     Jon Featonby is the Policy and Advocacy Manager at the British Red Cross who gave 

evidence in June this year at the EU Home Affairs Sub-Committee’s inquiry into future UK-EU 
asylum cooperation post Brexit. As an advocate and someone who works in the third sector, 
Jon may be able to contribute to the human aspect of the discussion, with commentary from 
the perspective of refugee and asylum seeking communities in the UK currently.	

 	
The event could be held at the offices of Kingsley Napley in Farringdon. There is an events space 
which has capacity to seat around 60 people.	
                                                                                                                                 	
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Rebecca Hacker 
 
I would like to run a panel discussion on "Statelessness in the UK and the 'Right to Have 
Rights'". The event would be hosted at Garden Court Chambers on a weekday evening, and 
last for 1 ½ hours, with the first 75 minutes dedicated to presentations by the speakers and 
the final 15 minutes dedicated to an interactive discussion during which audience members 
could ask the speakers questions. The panel would consist of:	

1. Chris Nash (director of the European Network on Statelessness); 
2. Maha Mamo (formerly stateless person and activist); 
3. Eric Fripp (barrister at Lamb Building with expertise in public international law and 

statelessness); 
4. Judith Carter (solicitor at the University of Liverpool Law Clinic with expertise in 

statelessness); and 
5. Amanda Weston QC (public law silk at Garden Court Chambers with expertise in 

nationality law). 

Chris Nash would first discuss the legal definition of a stateless person, de jure and de 
facto statelessness, and how statelessness arises (and is perpetuated). Maha Mamo would 
then discuss the impact statelessness can have on a person's ability to enjoy their human 
rights, and would share her own personal story as a powerful example.	
 	
Eric Fripp would then discuss the international human rights framework that applies to 
stateless persons, including the 1954 and 1961 Conventions, and explain why stateless 
persons need a protection regime which is distinct from refugee protection.	
 	
Turning to the UK context, Judith Carter would discuss the process of seeking legal 
protection as a stateless person in the UK and the challenges involved. Amanda Weston QC 
would then discuss how statelessness arises in the UK, for instance through barriers to the 
registration of children's citizenship and the deprivation of citizenship, and its human rights 
implications in these contexts.	
 
 
 
Olivia James 
 
Event:	 Seminar	 on	 the	 legal	 and	 human	 rights	 issues	 surrounding	 the	 use	 of	 inter-
departmental	data-sharing	as	part	of	the	UK	Government's	‘Hostile	Environment'	policy.	
	
Location:	SOAS,	University	of	London	(good	central	location,	easily	accessible	to	a	wide	base	
of	lawyers,	academics,	students,	journalists	and	policymakers).	

Time	length:	2	hours,	each	panellist	speaking	for	around	15-20	minutes,	followed	by	a	
general	discussion	on	the	future	for	data-sharing	as	part	of	hostile	environment	

Brief:		Individual	speakers	from	a	wide	spectrum	of	those	organisations	working	with	asylum	
seekers	will	examine,	from	a	human	rights	law	perspective,	the	legality	of	cross-governmental	
department	data-sharing	as	part	of	the	Hostile	Environment	policy,	as	well	as	the	impact	that	
such	data	sharing	has	had	on	migrants	and	asylum	seekers	in	the	UK.		
	



Chair:		Lutz	Oette	(Director	Centre	for	Human	Rights	Law,	SOAS)	
	
Speakers	and	their	discussion	topic:	
	
Keeley	Rebecca	Creedy	(Education	Solicitor,	Coram	Children's	Legal	Centre)	
	

• Education	–	The	impact	and	repercussions	on	children’s	right	to	education	by	the	
Department	of	Education’s	involvement	in	data-sharing	with	the	Home	Office	

	
Diane	Taylor	(The	Guardian)		
	

• Health-	Discussing	her	own	experience	from	volunteering	at	the	Drop-In	clinic	as	to	
how	cross-government	data-sharing	for	immigration	purposes	has	deterred	asylum	
seekers	from	accessing	health	care.	

	
Paul	Shea	(Barrister,	Article6	Law	and	former	Representing	Office	for	the	Home	Office)	
	

• Home	Office	Perspective	of	the	use	of	such	data-sharing.		
	
Alan	Payne	QC	(Barrister,	5	Essex	Court)	
	

• Police-	The	police’s	involvement	in	data-sharing	to	the	Home	Office,	ideally	
discussing	how	the	consequences	of	data-sharing	for	immigration	purposes	has	
acted	as	a	deterrent	for	migrants	and	asylum	seekers	to	report	crimes,	jeopardising	
both	themselves	and	the	general	public	in	the	UK.		

Gracie	Mae	Bradley		(Policy	and	Campaigns	Manager	at	Liberty)	

• Why	we	need	a	firewall	between	essential	public	service	and	Immigration	
enforcement	

 
 
Rehab Jaffer 
 
The impact of arms trade on human rights abuses. 
 
Venue: City Law School/BPP Lecture theatre/Allen & Overy/ Hogen Lovells 
 
Speakers: Andrew Smith (Campaign Against Arms Trade), Ruth Tanner (Oxfam), Martin Chamberlain QC 
(Brick Court Chambers) 
 
Discussion points that will be covered: 
What are the responsibilities of states party to the Arms Trade Treaty/ECHR/Geneva Conventions when 
transfering arms?  
How can a state ensure human rights/IHL abuses are not happening in a state that they wish to transfer 
arms to? 
Do arms companies play a role in decision making when states are not complying with the law? 
Do the sale of arms impact conflict "success"?  
Where is the line between financial, political and legal decision making to transfer arms when the impact of 
this is to exacerbate conflict?  
What is the responsibility of a signatory to the ECHR/GCs when selling arms to a non-signatory who is 
violating the laws of war? 



 
This will touch upon the case study of the UK's transfer of arms to Saudi Arabia during the conflict in Yemen, 
given the recent case in the court of appeal (being appealed to the supreme court) and the instruction to the 
ICC. 
 
 
I also had an idea for an event to assist students interested in building a human rights career, during 
trainee/pupillage application season. However, I saw that a similar event was done in 2018, but I will leave 
the details below as I think it may be helpful to run again. 
 
"How to build/develop a career in human rights" 
 
This would be held at City Law School, BPP Holborn lecture theatre, Hogal Lovells or Allen & Overy. 
 
The speakers would be: 
1. One student on the HRLA committee and what they're doing to build their HR experience; 
 
2. Pupils/Trainees at human rights sets/firms (eg. Farhana Patel, Fatima Kochi) and what they've done so far, 
hints and tips/recommendations on what experience future pupils/trainees should aim to be obtaining; 
 
3. Current barrister/NGO practitioner/Solicitor (eg. Maryam Mir, Joanne Sawyer, Adam Wagner, Tunde 
Okewale) and what they did to get to where they are. If they sit on application/interview panels then what 
they look for on pupillage/vac scheme/trainee apps; 
 
4. Head of human rights departments (eg. Martha Spurrier/Maya Sikand/Andrew Petherbridge) and how they 
lead their team, how they identify strategic cases, how they think things have changed since they started 
out.  
 
 
 
Rosa Polaschek 
 
Climate	change	and	human	rights	
	
I	suggest	a	panel	event	focusing	on	climate	change	and	human	rights,	specifically	examining	
legal	strategies	for	addressing	the	human	rights	impacts	of	climate	change.	In	preparation	for	
the	Glasgow	COP	next	year,	civil	society	are	using	legal	strategies	to	target	the	UK	government	
and	 companies’	 climate	 policies	 as	 well	 as	 pushing	 for	 new	 legal	 developments,	 like	
environmental	 due	 diligence	 obligations.	 The	 HRLA	 has	 never	 run	 an	 event	 focusing	 on	
climate	 change	 and	 is	 uniquely	 well-placed	 to	 highlight	 the	 role	 of	 human	 rights	 law	 in	
combatting	climate	change	and	addressing	its	effects	on	people.	The	event	would	be	directed	
at	 discussing	 the	 legal	 avenues	 currently	 being	 pursued	 and	 how	 these	 could	 be	 further	
developed	to	both	combat	climate	change	as	a	whole	but	also	 to	deal	with	 its	 immediate	
human	rights	impacts.	
	
As	 speakers,	 I	 would	 invite	 representatives	 from	 NGOs	 working	 with	 people	 affected	 by	
climate	change,	to	show	the	different	human	rights	being	impacted	by	climate	change,	and	
to	discuss	the	different	legal	strategies	these	groups	are	using	to	target	climate	change	action.	
(For	example,	ClientEarth	targeting	BP’s	advertising/Plan	B’s	unsuccessful	judicial	review	of	
the	Heathrow	expansion).	 I	currently	work	at	Oxfam	and	can	provide	relevant	contacts	for	
these	slots.	Legal	academics,	such	as	Dr	Lisa	Vanhala	at	UCL	or	from	the	Grantham	Research	
Institute	on	Climate	Change	at	LSE	could	also	provide	a	view	on	international	climate	litigation	
attempts	 and	 strategies	 for	 legal	mobilisation.	 Finally,	 either	 as	 chair	 or	 as	 an	 additional	
speaker,	I	would	invite	a	lawyer	(such	as	Kate	Cook	at	Matrix	Chambers	or	the	Bindmans/Leigh	
Day	solicitors	who	have	acted	for	environmental	NGOs	in	litigation)	to	discuss	what	type	of	



information	they	think	would	be	necessary	for	successful	human	rights-based	climate	cases	
to	be	brought.		
	
 
 
 
Kim Renfrew 
 
 How can we help victims of modern slavery and human trafficking in the United Kingdom? 
 
A discussion of the difficulties for VOT in the United Kingdom, legal framework and 
available support, both in law and in terms of services. Ideas for how we can improve the 
current framework to support vulnerable migrants, particularly in the hostile environment. 
Informing attendees about the identification of VOT in the criminal justice system.  
 
Speaker ideas: 
 
Henry Blaxland QC, Garden Court 
Parosha Chandran, One Pump Court 
Catherine Meredith, Doughty Street 
Tamara Barnett, Human Trafficking Foundation 
Solicitor/IAS caseworker with expertise on VOT, i.e. Barnes, Harrild & Dyer, Duncan Lewis  
 
 
 

Marianne Schönle 

 

“Strategies	for	a	sustainable	practice	in	human	rights	law”	
	
	
Discussion	topic:	
	
Developing	self-care	strategies	and	promoting	wellbeing	in	the	practice	of	human	rights	law.			
	
Ideal	Speakers:		
	
The	 Honourable	 Mr	 Justice	 Saini	 (previously	 Pushpinder	 Singh	 Saini	 QC	 at	 Blackstone	
Chambers	and	member	of	the	Bar	Council’s	Wellbeing	at	the	Bar	Committee)	to	speak	about	
managing	 workloads,	 coping	 with	 stress,	 reducing	 pressure	 driven	 by	 technology,	 and	
initiating	fruitful	conversations	about	wellbeing	in	practice	to	improve	workplace	culture.	
	
Nikki	 Alderson	 (Corporate	 and	 Executive	 Coach,	 former	 criminal	 barrister)	 to	 provide	 an	
interactive	session	on	avoiding	distraction,	learning	when	and	how	to	say	no,	and	developing	
assertiveness	in	regard	to	time	ownership	to	achieve	work-life	balance.	
	



Anna	Robinson	(practising	Psychotherapist,	Senior	Solicitor	and	Mental	Health	Ambassador	
at	Laura	Devine	Immigration)	to	speak	about	strategies	that	human	rights	law	practitioners	
can	 employ	 to	 cope	 with	 the	 high-pressure	 nature	 of	 their	 professional	 responsibilities,	
developing	 resilience,	 learning	 to	 deal	with	 the	 effect	 of	working	 on	 distressing	 cases	 on	
practitioners’	own	wellbeing,	as	well	as	recognising	and	acting	upon	symptoms	of	burnout.	
	
Tina	 Puryear	 (Head	 of	 Training	 and	 Capacity	 Building	 at	 Freedom	 from	 Torture’s	 London	
Centre)	 to	 provide	 vicarious	 trauma	 training	 to	 support	 human	 rights	 law	practitioners	 in	
identifying	signs	of	vicarious	traumatisation,	to	increase	practitioners’	awareness	of	factors	
contributing	to	a	risk	of	suffering	vicarious	trauma,	and	to	develop	 individual	strategies	to	
manage	the	impact	of	working	with	traumatised	clients.	
	
Venue:	
	
The	event	is	to	take	place	in	a	large	seminar	or	conference	room	at	one	of	the	law	firms	with	
which	HRLA	has	an	existing	relationship,	such	as	Hogan	Lovells,	Lewis	Silkin,	or	Allen	&	Overy.	
	
Timings:	
	
Approximate	timings	will	be	6.15pm	–	8.15pm	on	a	week	day.		
	

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
	


