Notes from the Chair
S

2018 Highlights

Your HRLA needs you!
As this year – and my Chairing of the HRLA – draws to a close, I was
joined at Allen & Overy this week for the HRLA Annual Review of 2018.
The brilliant Kirsty Brimelow QC of Doughty Street Chambers, Murray
Hunt, Director of the Bingham Centre, Karon Monaghan QC of Matrix
Chambers, Sonali Naik QC of Garden Court Chambers and Mark
Stephens of Howard Kennedy, navigated a path through the tumult of
2018 to help us celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the Human Rights Act
1998 and the 70th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Human
Rights. From increased use of stop and search against young black
men in London to policing, punishment and protest; reproductive
rights and litigating to stop violence against women; from Grenfell to
Brexit, we were reminded of Eleanor Roosevelt’s commitment to
making human rights matter not only for high politics, but in the small
places close to home.

An Audience with Philip Alston
On 13 November 2018 the UN Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and
Human Rights, Professor Phillip Alston, spoke to a full house at Doughty St
Chambers. Professor Alston carried out a formal country mission to the UK in
November. In addition to outlining the reasons for his visit to the UK and the
scope of his mandate, Professor Alston discussed some of the issues and
challenges that he examined, including austerity, welfare reform, the role of
new technologies, child poverty and Brexit.

Angela Patrick, Chair, HRLA

This year has seen the HRLA work in partnership with organisations including ALBA, Just Fair and
Goldsmiths University. We have hosted events on topics from data rights and security to immigration,
parole and disability. Our Young Lawyers Committee continues to grow in confidence with an
increasing number of events specifically focused on those starting out in their careers. Thanks to all of
our speakers, partners and volunteers for an exceptional year of events. The HRLA runs on the time,
goodwill and subscriptions of those who support its work.
The time has come for me to step down as your Chair. I have been exceptionally grateful to work with
a committed and vibrant Executive Committee, and a fantastic Vice-Chair in Emma Fenelon. Over my
last 7 years on the Executive and the last 2 years in the Chair, I have been deeply inspired by our
Members and our supporters. Each year I have been humbled by the brilliant new lawyers awarded an
HRLA Bursary to support their career development in human rights law.
In 2019, the organisation will continue to work to provide opportunities for debate, learning and peer
support for lawyers practising in human rights law across the professions, in academia, Government
and civil society. Nominations are now open for the new Executive Committee. I hope you will step
up, get involved and take the HRLA from strength to strength.
Thank you all for your collegiality, support and friendship.
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Human Rights and the Future of
Surveillance
On 25 October 2018, at Bird & Bird LLP, we were joined by Lord David
Anderson QC of Brick Court Chambers, Graham Smith of Bird & Bird and
Hannah Couchman of Liberty to discuss the implications of the decision in Big
Brother Watch v UK for the future of surveillance law in the UK and beyond.
Terrorism and Human Rights: An Evening with Max Hill QC
On 10 October 2018 in the Main Hall at Gray’s Inn, HRLA’s Young Lawyers’
Committee in conjunction with Gray’s Inn held an event featuring a discussion
with Independent Reviewer of
Terrorism Legislation Max Hill QC
on the intersection of human
rights
law
and
terrorism
legislation followed by a Q&A
session and drinks reception.
Data Rights in the GDPR era: Risks and Opportunities for businesses
On 18 July 2018 Ravi Naik, Irvine Thanvi Natas Solicitors (Solicitor for the
Claimant in the Cambridge Analytica legal challenge), Julianne Morrison,
Monckton Chambers (Counsel for the Claimant in the Cambridge Analytica
legal challenge), and Peter Church, Linklaters LLP (GDPR and data protection
expert) spoke on this panel chaired by Gerry Facenna QC of Monckton
Chambers and kindly hosted by Linklaters LLP. The panel covered the coming
into force of the GDPR and how the then recent Cambridge Analytica
revelations had brought into focus the interplay between data and human
rights. The panel discussed the need to protect consumers' data rights, the
risks and opportunities for businesses building in human rights safeguards
and protections to their practices.
Terrorism, Policing & Human Rights
On 10 April 2018 the HRLA as delighted to welcome Cressida Dick,
Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police to speak at an event on Terrorism,
Policing and Human Rights; the first time a Commissioner has ever appeared

at a HRLA event. She was joined by Peter Carter QC, criminal barrister from Doughty St Chambers, and Inquest and
Inquiry specialist Samantha Leek QC of 5 Essex Court, in a discussion chaired by Tony Murphy, Partner at Bhatt Murphy
Solicitors. The conversation ranged from the positive impact the Human Rights Act has had on policing, to the balancing
act to be struck between liberty and security when making operation decisions, to stop and search powers and Prevent
policy. We are grateful to the Law Society for hosting us.

President has faced since his inauguration, starting
with the Women’s March on 21 January 2017. This
event was organised in conjunction with the
Administrative Law Bar Association (ALBA). A video
of the address can be viewed here.

The 6th Annual HRLA Judicial Review Competition: The Royal
Courts of Justice
On 17 May 2018 Laura Jones and Kimberley Renfrew, Counsel
for the Defendant, were deserving winners of the 6th annual
HRLA Judicial Review Competition which is run by the HRLA’s
Young Lawyers’ Committee. This year’s final was fought in the
Royal Courts of Justice with Thomas Phillips and Ryan Ross
making strong submissions for the Claimant. The judges were
Sir Robin Knowles, Maya Sikand and Martin Westgate QC and
the Judicial Review was concerned with whether the Secretary
of State for Justice (the Defendant) breached: (a) his public law duty to
provide systems and resources needed to afford indeterminate
sentence prisoners a reasonable opportunity to demonstrate that they
are no longer a risk to the public; (b) The ancillary duty under Article 5
European Convention on Human Rights (“ECHR”); and (c) The Equality
Act 2010, in terms of both direct and indirect discrimination. The HRLA
would like to thank the competition sponsors Thomson Reuters, Liberty,
Doughty Street Chambers and Church Court Chambers.

HRLA Young Lawyers’ Committee launches 4th
Annual Human Rights Journal: The Young Human
Rights Lawyer.
The HRLA received a large number of submissions for
the Young Human Rights Lawyer Journal which will
be
launched
at
the
upcoming
AGM
https://www.hrla.org.uk/journal/ The best of these
entries were selected to be published in the Journal and covered a wide range of legal areas involving human rights. The
Young Human Rights Lawyer has become a strong platform for those at the beginning of their careers in human rights to
showcase their work. Watch this space!

Disability in the Legal Professions
On Tuesday 27 February 2018, 39 Essex Chambers hosted HRLA’s event
on Disability in the Legal Professions which was organised by Daniel Holt
and the Young Lawyers Committee. This event was chaired by John
Horan, Cloisters, with a panel of Joanna Owen, Equality and Human Rights Commission, Diego Soto-Miranda, 1 Essex
Court, Joshua Hepple, Writer, Activist, Disability Equality Trainer, and Jocelyn Cockburn, Hodge Jones & Allen. The panel
discussed the obstacles, such as architecture, ablest practices, and life inconveniences, which may prevent disabled
people from becoming lawyers and how these barriers can addressed to create a more diverse profession.

Reform of the Parole Board: Open Justice and
Rehabilitation
On 3rd July 2018 the HRLA brought together three
distinguished guest speakers to discuss the then current
consultation on the reform of the Parole Board system.
The guest speakers were Professor Nick Hardwick, former
Chair of the Parole Board, and former HM Chief Inspector
of Prisons from 2010-2016, Phillippa Kaufmann QC, of
Matrix Chambers, a leading silk in prisoners’ rights
matters and human rights cases, who represented one of
the victims bringing the ‘Worboys’ judicial review
challenge, and Dr. Laura Janes, Legal Director at the
Howard League for Penal Reform, and Chair of the Legal
Action Group. The event was chaired by HRLA executive
member Philip Rule, of No5 Chambers.

Defending Liberty in the Age of Donald Trump: Lessons from the
Front Line
On 5 February 2018, following a touching tribute by Martin Westgate
QC to a true friend of liberty – Sir Henry Brooke – David Cole of the
American Civil Liberties Union addressed a packed auditorium of
human rights lawyers at Hogan Lovells on how and why “harnessing
the power of the democratic system is the best tool for the
protection of civil liberties” with Martha Spurrier of Liberty
responding. Cole sought to highlight that whilst President Trump
poses a tremendous threat to fundamental rights, he has created an
opportunity for civil liberties in the long term. He reminded us of the
explosion of civic engagement and the unprecedented energy that
America has drawn upon in the face of the many challenges the

Interventions in the Supply Chain
On Wednesday 20 June 2018 the HRLA and the Institute of Contemporary Arts held an event on Interventions in the
Supply Chain at the ICA in London bringing together experts to discuss the pursuit of corporate accountability for abuses
in their supply chains. As part of the event, Forensic Architecture presented their analysis of a factory fire in Pakistan in
2012, in which the alleged failure to fulfil safety measures contributed to the death of 260 workers. The event was
chaired by Krishnendu Mukherjee of Doughty St and included Shanta Martin of Leigh Day, Christina Varvia of Forensic
Architecture, Jenny Holdcroft from IndustriALL Global Union, and Dr Anil Yilmaz-Vastardis from the University of Essex.

Save The Date: AGM, 29 January 2019
Hogan Lovells, 6pm start
**To include Launch of the YLC the Young Human Rights Lawyer**

