
 

 

  

 

 

23 January 2018 

AGM and Annual Lecture by David Isaac 

(Chair of the Equality and Human Rights 

Commission) on Human Rights in Modern 

Britain 

 

Details are available here. We are very 

grateful to Linklaters LLP for hosting the event 

 

David Cole –HRLA/ALBA Event – 5 February 2018 

 

On 5 February 2018, together with ALBA we are delighted to 

host David Cole, the Litigation Director of ACLU, on 

“Defending Liberty in the age of Donald Trump”.  We are very 

grateful to Hogan Lovells for hosting this event.  

 

Other events to look forward to in 2018 

 Policing and human rights with Cressida Dick (Commissioner, Metropolitan Police) 

 Immigration detention 

 Disability 

 

Young Lawyers Committee (YLC) events 

 Mooting competition 

 Careers Days  

 Legal Journal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As 2017 came to a close, I was delighted to host an 

exceptional panel for our Annual Review comprising 

Baroness Helena Kennedy QC, Dominic Grieve QC 

MP, Angela Jackman, Afua Hirsch and Professor 

Conor Gearty.  From the impact of biting austerity 

on human rights and equality, through #metoo and 

women’s reproductive rights, to the human rights 

implications of the impending royal nuptials, we 

covered the highs and lows of the year.  

 

This festive event topped off an exceptional year for HRLA events.  From Lord 

Lester of Herne Hill QC in conversation to Human Rights and International 

Criminal Law; we met in Manchester (Human Rights, Public Inquiries and the 

Public Interest: Accountability from Hillsborough to Grenfell) and in Cardiff (Brexit 

and Human Rights: Better Protected In or Out?).  We invited our speakers to 

grapple with topics occupying both politicians and the courts (Northern Ireland 

and Abortion Rights, Child Refugees and the Law).  HRLA was again delighted to 

work in partnership both with our corporate members and with NGOs and 

campaign organisations working on the frontline.   The Young Lawyers Committee 

goes from strength to strength, organising student careers days in London and 

Manchester, a challenging human rights Moot and focused seminars, including on 

faith and human rights and on mental health.   

 

Thanks to all of our speakers, partners and volunteers for an exceptional year of 

events.  The HRLA runs on the time, goodwill and subscriptions of those who 

support our work. In 2018, we will continue to work hard to provide opportunities 

for debate, learning and peer support for lawyers practising in human rights law 

across both the professions, in academia, Government and civil society. 

 

We look forward to seeing you all at the exciting events we have planned for the 

New Year! 

Notes from the Chair 

Angela Patrick – HRLA Chair 

Coming up in 2018 

The HRLA believes in the promotion of the rule of law and the 

guarantee of human rights through law 

 
Join the Human Rights Lawyers Association 

 
www.hrla.org.uk | @HumanRightsLawA | HRLA Facebook 

https://www.hrla.org.uk/event/hrla-annual-general-meeting-and-lecture-by-david-isaac-ehrc/?instance_id=39
https://www.hrla.org.uk/membership/
http://www.hrla.org.uk/
file:///C:/Users/simmderv/AppData/Roaming/OpenText/DM/Temp/HRLA%20believes%20in%20the%20promotion%20of%20the%20rule%20of%20law%20and%20the%20guarantee%20of%20human%20rights%20through%20law
https://www.facebook.com/HumanRightsLawyersAssociation/


 

 

  

 

 
How to be an Environmental Lawyer 

David Hart QC (1 Crown Office Row), Adrienne Copithorne (Richard Buxton LLP), Claire McGregor (1 Crown 

Office Court), Rebekah Read (Leigh Day) and Sarah Sackman (Francis Taylor Building) used their broad 

expertise to lead a discussion about environmental law and how it touches our lives; from river waste to air 

pollution, from manure odour and night flights, to contaminated cockles and everything in between. 

 

Human Rights and International Criminal Law 

Michael Polak (Church Court Chambers) chaired a panel which brought together practitioners with first-hand 

experience of human rights around the world. Wayne Jordash QC (Global Rights Compliance), Richard Rogers 

(international human rights and criminal law expert) and Megan Hirst (Doughty Street Chambers) offered their 

expert insights. The panel debated how international criminal law could be more proactive. 

 

Northern Ireland and Abortion Rights 

Following the Supreme Court's judgment in A & B, we were joined by 

Les Allamby of the Northern Irish Human Rights Commission, 

Caoilfhionn Gallagher QC (Doughty Street Chambers), the London Irish 

Abortion Rights Campaign, Dr Sheelagh McGuinness and Mara Clarke of 

the Abortion Support Network to talk about the state of the law and the 

rights of women in Northern Ireland. 

Child Refugees and the Law 

From age assessment to under-assessment of in-country risk; from Dubs to Dublin, our panel, formed of Greg 

Ó Ceallaigh (Garden Court Chambers) and Charlotte Kilroy (Doughty Street Chambers), discussed the daily 

grapple for children facing legal complexity in their claims to asylum in the UK. The panellists explored how the 

law can be developed to better protect refugee children who remain vulnerable to disease, trafficking, abuse 

and sexual exploitation in our age of war, violence and destitution. 

 

Human Rights, Public Inquiries and the Public Interest: Accountability from Hillsborough to Grenfell 

Hosted by Garden Court North Chambers, Manchester, and chaired by Henrietta Hill QC (Doughty Street 

Chambers), a panel of three leading practitioners: Matthew Hill (1 Crown Office Row), Nancy Collins (Hodge, 

Jones and Allen LLP), and Pete Weatherby QC (Garden Court North Chambers) explored the progress made in 

the sphere of inquiries and inquests. The panel concluded that procedures are now more transparent, victims’ 

voices are heard, and the culpable are exposed, all in ways that were unthinkable only a generation ago.  

 

Brexit and Human Rights: Better Protected In or Out?  

HRLA and Public Law Wales hosted a panel chaired by Dr Sarah Nason 

(Lecturer in Law, Bangor University) and formed of Theo Huckle QC 

(Doughty Street Chambers), Martin Howe QC (8 New Square 

Chambers), and Professor Fiona de Londras (Chair in Global Legal 

Studies at Birmingham Law School). The panel explored how equality 

and human rights concerns will be addressed by the Great Repeal Bill.  

 

 

 

Commercial Human Rights in Post-Brexit Britain 

Charles Brasted, partner and head of public law and policy at Hogan Lovells, and leading QCs Tim Ward, Gerry 

Facenna (both Monckton Chambers) and Jessica Simor (Matrix Chambers) reflected on the likely impact of the 

UK’s withdrawal on commercial human rights law and the constitutional settlement in England and Wales. The 

panel assumed balanced and varied positions: some emphasised the flexibility of the common law as an 

effective means of responding to the loss of EU law rights; others noted the Brexit-driven rise of executive 

power at the expense of the UK’s constitutional foundations. 

 

Faith, Conscience and Human Rights 

Jeremy Frost of the HRLA chaired a panel of Dr Ronan McCrea 

(Professor of Law at UCL and former advisor to the National 

Secular Society), Ismet Rawat (Hermitage Court Chambers and 

president of the Association of Muslim Lawyers), and Mia 

Hasenson-Gross (director of René Cassin: Jewish Voice for 

Human Rights). Panel members considered what faith can 

bring to human rights as well as how human rights laws protect 

freedom of thought, conscience and religion.  

 

Five Ideas to Fight For – Lord Lester of Herne Hill QC in Conversation 

HRLA Founder & President Lord Lester of Herne Hill QC (Blackstone Chambers) in conversation with our Chair, 

Angela Patrick (Doughty Street Chambers), discussed his life in the law and his manifesto for human rights 

lawyers and humanity. The event was a lively affair, which included a stinging rebuke for the Government on 

its approach to Brexit and Lord Lester's perspective on judicial diversity. 

 

Mental Health and Human Rights 

The discussion was arranged by the YLC and chaired by Ranette Prime (Global Health Innovators). The expert 

panel was formed of Professor Jill Peay (LSE), Victoria Butler-Cole (39 Essex Chambers) and Oliver Lewis 

(MDAC). Drawing on both academic and legal experience, the panel discussed how tireless work by 

campaigning organisations such as Mind, Scope, the Time to Change initiative has started to gain traction in 

the movement to reduce the stigma around mental illness.  

 

2017 Annual Review 

The HRLA’s own, Angela Patrick (Doughty Street 

Chambers) chaired an exceptional panel of 

speakers – Baroness Helena Kennedy QC 

(Doughty Street Chambers), Dominic Grieve QC 

MP, Angela Jackman (Simpson Millar), Afua 

Hirsch and Conor Gearty (Matrix Chambers).  

2017 Highlights 2017 Highlights 


