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2016 Highlights from the Chair

Throughout 2016 the Human Rights Lawyers Association tackled issues

affecting the lives of ordinary people:

• In March the HRLA held an event to discuss what is now the Investigatory

Powers Act 2016 and the relationship between the right to privacy and

cyber surveillance.

• In March, the HRLA also held an event on the proposal to repeal of the

Human Rights Act 1998 and introduce the British Bill of Rights. Introduced

in the Queen's Speech on 27 May 2015, the Conservative Party had

published proposals already in October 2014 to “make fundamental

changes to the way human rights laws work in the United Kingdom”.

• In collaboration with Article 19, the HRLA held in May an event to discuss

the Counter-Extremism Bill. The proposed Bill would outlaw vocal or active

opposition to fundamental British values, including democracy, the rule of

law, individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of different

faiths and beliefs.

• The Human Rights Lawyers Association hosted in September an event with

Baroness Helena Kennedy QC in discussion with the newly appointed

director of Liberty, Martha Spurrier. The event was the first public

appearance by the new director, after taking over from Shami Chakrabarti.

In a wide ranging conversation, these two distinguished legal minds

dissected the most pressing human rights concerns of today.

During my first year as the Chair, I set in motion a number of organisational

reforms. We have reviewed significant parts of our constitution, aiming to

focus and streamline our work. We have reformed the way we run events, our

communications strategy and our internal working structures. Last but not

least, we have overhauled our website to make it more informative and user-

friendly.

In 2017, the new structures should enable the Human Rights Lawyers

Association to grow in size and influence.

Human Rights Lawyers Association is only as strong as its membership. During

the time of tumult and tempest, organisations such as HRLA hold the fort.

There is no better time to join the HRLA than today.

Best Wishes, Eeva Heikilla

The full Greetings from the Chair are available on the HRLA website

Eeva Heikkila

Chair of the HRLA: 2015-17

Eeva is a human rights

barrister practising both

internationally and in the UK.

She has represented clients at

the European Court of Human

Rights and at the United

Nations mechanisms and

regularly challenges

INTERPOL Red Notices.

Having previously worked at

the Council of European, the

UN and the European

Parliament as an adviser on

human rights, Eeva is also an

expert on international

human rights policy work.

Since the AGM in January,

Eeva has resigned her

position in order to take up a

new role as a Legal Adviser to

the Green Group in the

European Parliament.
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Young Lawyers Committee Review of 2016

It has been another busy year for the YLC. The second edition of the

Young Human Rights Lawyer journal was launched on 8 December

2016 at a seminar at Leigh Day. Hard copies of the journal have

been given to the contributors and various organisations working in

the field of human rights and the standard of contributions has once

again peen praised as being very high. The YLC wishes to thank

Anthony Gold Solicitors, Church Court Chambers and Shoaib Khan

for sponsoring the journal and for the support of those members of

the Executive Committee who acted as the reviewing board.

The YLC organised two seminars in 2016 as part of its series on the

different articles of the European Convention on Human Rights

(ECHR). The seminar on Article 9 was held at Temple Church in

February and the seminar on Articles 10 and 11 was hosted by Leigh

Day in December (at which the Journal was also launched). The

seminars featured high profile speakers including Robin Allen QC

and Clive Sheldon QC.

The YLC was also responsible for organising the Careers Days and JR

Competition with the support of the Executive Committee.

JR Competition

The fourth annual judicial review

competition took place in 2016, with the

final being held at Middle Temple Hall in

April. The two final teams comprised

Hannah Gardiner and Lucy Meredith for

the Claimant and Emma Foubister and

John Fitzsimmons for the Defendant The

final was judged by a distinguished

panel, presided over by Longmore LJ,

sitting with Professor Sara Chandler QC.

The standard of advocacy was, as ever,

very high, but the panel ultimately

declared Emma and John to be our two

competition winners for 2016.

The fifth annual judicial review

competition is now underway. The oral

permissions round will be announced

shortly, with the final scheduled for

March 30 at Middle Temple.

Bursary Awards
The HRLA recognises that those without independent financial backing can

sometimes be unable to take up internships, work placements and other either

unpaid or poorly paid work. This can lead to their being disadvantaged when

applying for human rights jobs within the UK. The HRLA bursaries support those

undertaking work related to human rights law that they would otherwise be

unable to afford. As in previous years, the standard of bursary applications was

very high. The Executive Committee ultimately awarded bursaries of £1,000 to:

Rosalind Comyn Reprieve, London
International Criminal Court, the Hague
Prisoners' Advice Service
Women's Legal Centre, Cape Town, South Africa
Mark Hylands Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission
Anogika Souresh Office of Co-Investigating Judges, Khmer Rouge Trials
Zahra Wynne UN Women, New Delhi

The HRLA would particularly like to thank the Sigrid Rausing Trust for its
continued generous support of the bursary scheme.

The 2017 bursary scheme will open for applications on Monday March 6 and
close on Tuesday April 18. Please see the website for more details.

Careers Days
The YLC and Executive

Committee jointly ran

another two very

successful careers days at

the Law Society in London

on May 17 and at Leeds

Beckett University on

October 19 this year.

Preparations are underway

for the next London day

which is scheduled for

Thursday May 11 at the

Law Society. Please keep

an eye on the HRLA

website for details as they

become available – we

recommend booking early

to avoid disappointment!
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New Chair for 2017

We are excited to announce that

the new Chair of the HRLA will be

Angela Patrick, of Doughty Street

Chambers. Angela has served on

the Executive Committee since

2011. She brings a breadth of

human rights experience to the

role, as counsel, as a legal adviser

to Parliament and from the third

sector.

Accepting her appointment,

Angela said: “As human rights law

remains under political pressure,

the skill, commitment and

professionalism of human rights

lawyers is needed more than

ever."

Events to look forward to in 2017

Coming soon: Child Refugees and the Law:

Due to wars, violence and destitution, children continue to flee their

homes for safety abroad. In 2015, 96,000 unaccompanied minors applied

for asylum in Europe. Refugee children remain vulnerable to disease,

trafficking, abuse and sexual exploitation. From age assessment to

underassessment of in-country risk; from Dubs to Dublin, our courts

grapple daily with children facing legal complexity in their claims to asylum

in the UK.

Join our panel: Greg Ó Ceallaigh (Garden Court Chambers); Nuala Mole

(AIRE Centre); and Charlotte Kilroy (Doughty Street Chambers) to discuss

the legal challenges facing child refugees in the UK.

Also coming this year:

• Human Rights and Environmental Law

• Commercial human rights

• In conversation with Lord Anthony Lester QC

• LGBT: 50 years of decriminalisation

2017 AGM

Our AGM Tuesday 10 January 2017, we held our AGM at Hogan Lovells' offices. Eeva gave an overview of 2016 and

her shared her vision and priorities for 2017. We heard reports from other members of the Executive Committee,

and from the Young Lawyers' Committee, about the HRLA's activities in 2016. All these reports are available on our

website. We also held elections for both of the Committees. Since the AGM, Eeva has resigned her position, which

has been taken on by Angela Patrick. As a result, the current officers in the Executive Committee are:

Chair: Angela Patrick; Vice-Chair: Emma Fenelon; Treasurer: Leanne Targett-Parker; Secretary: Anna Tkaczynska;

Bursary Officer: Paul Dillane; Comms Officer: Dervla Simm


