	Saturday 8th September 

08.15
Breakfast

09.00
Children’s rights and the criminal justice system 
    Plenary 6

Martin Narey, Chief Executive, Barnardos


The Rt Hon the Baroness Butler-Sloss, GBE


10.30
Coffee

11.00
Children’s rights and schooling
                            Plenary 7
Trevor Averre-Beeson, Leading Consultant Head teacher, Heads’ 

   Network

Carolyne Willow, National Co-ordinator, Children’s Rights Alliance   

   for England

12.30
Departure 

The information is correct at the time of printing –April 2007.  Cumberland Lodge reserves the right to alter the programme in the event of unforeseen circumstances.

~~~~~~~~~~~~

Cumberland Lodge is a former royal house in The Great Park, Windsor, originally built in 1650.  For much of its subsequent history, it was the official residence of the Ranger of the Park – a Crown appointment always held by someone close to the sovereign.  The Lodge was made available by King George VI and Queen Elizabeth in 1947 to be used for conferences and symposia.  Guests at Cumberland Lodge enjoy award-winning food and accommodation in gracious and historic surroundings.  They also have the opportunity to explore the Great Park.

www.cumberlandlodge.ac.uk

Conference Registration forms are available from Janis Reeves

T: 01784 497794 e: janis@cumberlandlodge.ac.uk

Cumberland Lodge, The Great Park, Windsor, Berkshire SL4 2HP

T: 01784 497794   F: 01784 497799 

Cumberland Lodge is a company limited by guarantee

Company No. 5383055   Registered Charity No. 1108677

Children’s rights; children’s lives
This conference will look at how children’s rights are currently being discussed and defined at the national, European and international levels by lawyers, politicians, non-governmental organisations, academics and campaigning groups. 

Some activists in this country argue that children should be given the same citizenship rights as adults. The European Convention on Human Rights, which has been incorporated into British law with the Human Rights Act (HRA) does not mention children specifically, but does describe universal rights to life, freedom from torture, slavery, or freedom of thought, conscience and religion. The HRA has led to landmark cases establishing that children’s views are respected and acted on in particular legal, medical and religious questions, sometimes despite the opposing views of parents. 

Unlike the HRA, the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) has the premise that human rights for children should be distinguished from those for adults to take into account the child’s vulnerability and needs as they develop. It balances the welfare of the child – rights to protection, prevention from harm, and service provision – with the right of children to participate and be involved in decisions which affect them. The CRC is not legally enforceable in this country, however it is of defining value for many children’s rights charities and welfare organisations. 

This conference will consider these developments while also examining the nature of children’s lives today. Arguably, exposure to television, advertising, information technology, and so on, have broken down the boundaries between childhood and adulthood. While growing up may, in some ways, be more difficult than ever before, there is also a wealth of opportunities now available for children and young people. What do children need most as they grow up? Can their needs be better promoted through the concept of children’s rights? What makes childhood a unique time; what are the special needs and entitlements which might justify them having some different rights than those for adults? Why are we not better at recognising children as holders of rights? How should children’s rights be defined and promoted?  

Who Should Attend?

Participants will be recruited from all sections of society professionally engaged with children’s rights, lawyers, academics, representatives of NGOs and charitable organisations.

Conference Fee

The fee is £325. For those unable to afford the full fee, a reduced rate is available upon request. The fee covers accommodation at the Lodge and all meals from Thursday at 3.30 until after breakfast on Saturday 8th September.

Travel

Cumberland Lodge is readily accessible from the M3, M4 and M25 motorways.  The nearest station is Egham, 40 minutes from Waterloo on the Waterloo to Reading line.  Participants will be sent detailed travel directions.
	
	Children’s rights; children’s lives

A residential conference at

CUMBERLAND LODGE

The Great Park, Windsor

Thursday  6th September at 3.30 pm 

to

Saturday 8th September, 2007 at 12.30 pm
Conference Programme

Thursday 6th September 

15.30
Arrival, tea

16.45
Welcome by Dr Alastair Niven, Principal, Cumberland Lodge

17.00
What are children’s rights?


                Plenary 1

Bill Bell, Head of Children’s Rights and Protection, Save the Children


Sonia Harris-Short, Reader in Law, University of Birmingham 

            Young speaker – name yet to be confirmed

18.30
Reception in the Drawing Room

19.00
Dinner

20.30
Children’s needs and children’s rights in the UK 
    Plenary 2
Libby Brooks, journalist and author The Story of Childhood: Growing

   up in Modern Britain     

Sue Palmer, author Toxic Childhood 

Friday 7th September

08.15
Breakfast

09.00
‘Parental’ involvement; ‘parental’ interference;           Plenary 3

               ‘parental’

             rights

                                                              


Cathy Ashley, Chief Executive, Family Rights Group 


Martha Cover, Barrister, Coram Chambers

10.30
Coffee

11.00
Workshops 1 

12.45
Lunch followed by free time to enjoy the Great Park

15.00
A government’s role in integrating a rights approach     Plenary 4                                                                                                                   


Clem Henricson, Director, Research and Policy, Family and 

               Parenting Institute                                  


Jill Kirby, Council Member, Centre for Policy Studies 


Rudo Kwaramba, Advocacy, Communications and Education   

               Director, World Vision

16.30
Tea

17.00
Workshop 2








18.30
Pay Bar followed by Dinner

20.30
Children’s rights; children’s happiness;                       Plenary 5
                children’s welfare

                                                                                  
Professor Sir Al Aynsley-Green, Children’s Commissioner for 

                England

            Bob Reitemeier, Chief Executive, The Children’s Society

 
 


Continued over…….
