[image: image1.wmf] 

 

 

human rights lawyers association

 

 

 

 











Complicity with Apartheid:  








� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://rolemodels.jou.ufl.edu/rolemodels/travel/images/apartheid.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Speakers:


Richard Hermer QC, Doughty Street Chambers


Michael Osborne, Member of the Cape Town Bar & New York Bar


Janet Kentridge, Matrix Chambers





Chair:


Sif Thorgeirsson�Business & Human Rights Resource Centre





Venue:


Meeting Room, Doughty Street Chambers, 54 Doughty Street, London, WC1





Date:


6pm on Wednesday 18th November 2009





CPD Accreditation:


2 Hours





Apartheid was one of the vilest State-sponsored crimes of the last century. The regime that promulgated apartheid was able to stay in power for over 40 years because it infiltrated every aspect of daily life. The State, civil society and apartheid became synonymous. Business and multi-national corporations in particular can form part of the bedrock of civil society. 





To what extent can, or should, corporations be held responsible for crimes being perpetrated around them? Can they be considered as being complicit? Should business be held to account for the socio-political climate in which they work? If a company is not actually violating human rights should that entity be held liable for human rights violations committed by others, especially when it is the State itself which is the principal violator? The business of business is business, therefore as long as a company, or a corporation, observes the law of the land should any further obligations attach to them? Is business not entitled to profit from the situation it finds itself in?





These questions are no longer simply theoretical. A number of US based corporations that worked in South Africa during apartheid are now being sued for reparations under a US Federal law.  





By focussing on this litigation, this seminar will explore the extent of corporate accountability for human rights violations. It will explain and reflect upon the current framework in international human rights law to hold business to account for human rights violations. It will consider the strengths and weakness of that framework and ask whether more needs to be done here in the UK to improve corporate accountability.


The seminar is designed to be provocative, challenging and lively. It will probe the adequacy of the traditional view of human rights protection in the 21st-century world of the multi-national enterprise.





The event is free to members of HRLA. For non-members the fee is £5.00.





To reserve your place please contact HRLA’s administrator: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ADolan@barcouncil.org.uk" �ADolan@barcouncil.org.uk�.


To join HRLA please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.hrla.org.uk" ��www.hrla.org.uk�















































