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Access to justice lies at the heart of human rights protection. Without it human rights can be 
rendered meaningless. Human rights are only effective if they can be enforced. So access to legal 
advice and representation, fair trails, effective remedies and a prohibition on discrimination are 
essential for a fair, just and human rights-compliant society.  

For the most vulnerable and marginalised in society access to justice will mean the provision 
of legal aid. But legal aid has never been more threatened. As fewer people have access to it, 
whole sections of society become unable to enforce their rights, even when this affects the most 
intimate aspects of their lives.  

Human rights law will guarantee access to court and an enforceable right to legal aid. As 
legal aid slips off the political agenda, this timely and topical event will explain why legal aid is so 
important to human rights protection. It will also identity how human rights standards can be used 
to ensure effective access to court. 

Helen Mountfield is a leading expert on the right to a fair trial, access to justice and human 
rights. Roger Smith is an international authority on legal aid.  

 
This event is free to HRLA and YLAL members. £5.00 for non members. To reserve your place, 
please contact HRLA’s administrator Aaron Dolan (ADolan@barcouncil.org.uk). To find out more 

about HRLA, or to join, visit www.hrla.org.uk. 
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