Intervention Training

The Law Society is recruiting an International Action Team (IAT) of pro bono lawyers and law students to get involved in the Society’s intervention work. 

The Society writes interventions to governments and competent authorities:

• in support of lawyers whose human rights have been violated; 

• opposing restrictions on the freedom and independence of the legal profession; 

• challenging threats to the independence of the judiciary and the proper administration of justice; and 

• opposing systemic or serious violations of the rule of law (such as Guantanamo Bay detentions and breaches of international legal standards in carrying out the death penalty). 

A dedicated group of researchers (mostly students) will monitor for violations, investigate them and alert the network. One volunteer (non-student) per intervention will then be asked to write a draft letter that will be signed by the President of the Law Society on behalf of the profession. This letter will become the published template for individuals to write similar letters in their own name.  

In order to join the IAT, you will first have to attend our training. This takes place on 7 April 2008 – at the Law Society from 6pm to 8pm.  You will be provided with an overview of international human rights law followed by training on how the Society drafts interventions and how to use the Society’s Intervention Manual. You will also be given an overview of the other types of human rights work carried out by the IAT. 

There will be short presentations from other human rights groups and NGOs with whom we work. Afterwards, there will be a reception to which those attending the training event and the rest of the IAT are invited. 

Please contact courtenay.barklem@lawsociety.org.uk to book your place. (The training is regularly re-run. If you are unable to make it this time or the course becomes fully booked, you will be placed on a waiting list for the next event.) 

Date: Monday 7 April 2008 From: 6pm to 8pm.

Venue: The Law Society, 113 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1LP 

Directions and map: http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/documents/downloads/officesatthelawsociety.pdf
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