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One woman’s meat is another’s poison





Ever been out to dinner and cussed the restaurant reviewer for being too gentle on the place? Shouldn’t the critic really have told you to “stay at home.”





Earlier this year the Northern Ireland Court of Appeal came to the defence of the reviewer who tells it as it is, or rather, as it was for them. In Convery v Irish News, the Court held that it was fair comment in a libel action for a critic to describe her meal in a “joyless” restaurant as “inedible.” She honestly believed it was. She told her readers: “stay at home.”





In celebration of this landmark decision for free speech, HRLA, with English Pen, are holding a veritable smorgasbord of legal and literary delights for all those who savour healthy criticism. 





Chaired by Lisa Appignanesi (author and Chair of English Pen) and Shami Chakrabarti (lawyer and Director of Liberty), titbits of wisdom on the implications of the case will be offered by the following panellists:





Caroline Workman: she wrote the review


Anthony Lester QC: he represented her newspaper at the Court of Appeal


Andrew Caldecott QC: he acts in libel cases


Siobhain Butterworth: she’s the Guardian’s peoples’ editor. 


Giles Coren: he too writes reviews





The decision of the Irish News to defend Caroline’s review has led to one of the most important guarantees in relation to freedom of expression in recent years. Its effect will ripple around the world. As well as being a celebration, this event will examine the extent and scope of the decision.





The event is free to members of HRLA and English Pen. For non-members the fee is £5.00.





To reserve your place please contact HRLA’s administrator: � HYPERLINK "mailto:DDelgado@barcouncil.org.uk" �DDelgado@barcouncil.org.uk�. For further details go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.hrla.org.uk" ��www.hrla.org.uk�











Fair Comment and 


Libel Law 





Date: 


Tuesday, 24th June 2008 at 6.00pm


 


Venue:


The Art Worker’s Guild, 6 Queen’s Square, London WC1N 3AR


 


CPD Accreditation:


2 hours


 


 


 








