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On 12 June 2008 the US Supreme Court handed down its landmark judgment in Boumediene v United States of America, the third in a trilogy of cases relating to the Guantanamo Bay detentions. The judgment re-affirmed the common law principles of habeas corpus. The majority of the Court, finding for the detainee, held, 





"Security subsists, too, in fidelity to freedom's first principles. Chief among these are freedom from arbitrary and unlawful restraint and the personal liberty that is secured by adherence to the separation of powers. It is from these principles that the judicial authority to consider petitions for habeas corpus relief derives."





This HRLA event will be the first opportunity in the UK to examine what Boumedienne means for Guantanamo detainees. It will also consider its broader impact and will go on to trace the legal and factual history of the Guantanamo Bay litigation, detail the stories of some of the men held in Guantanamo and seek to draw out the global implications of the policies which have underpinned the detention facility for the War on Terror more generally. 





Tim Otty QC has appeared as one of the team of Counsel representing the Commonwealth Lawyers Association acting as amicus curiae in each of the Guantanamo cases before the US Supreme Court: Rasul v Bush (2004), Hamdan v Rumsfeld (2006) and Boumediene itself.





The event is free to members of HRLA. For non-members the fee is £5.00.





To reserve your place please contact HRLA’s administrator: � HYPERLINK "mailto:ADolan@barcouncil.org.uk" �ADolan@barcouncil.org.uk�.


To join HRLA please go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.hrla.org.uk" ��www.hrla.org.uk�
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The Guantanamo Bay Litigation and the 


Fight for Fundamental Values 


in the War on Terror" 





Speaker:


Tim Otty QC, 20 Essex St Chambers





Chair:
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