Summer at Human Rights Watch in DC

When I was offered the opportunity to clerk for Jen Daskal at Human Rights Watch in Washington DC, I was determined to go. Funding from the HRLA Bursary and the Inner Temple made this a feasible option for the summer before my pupillage. 

Jen Daskal is the senior counterterrorism counsel at HRW and one of the most vocal legal lobbyists on issues such as Guantanamo Bay, extraordinary rendition and counterterrorism involving the US government. Working for someone so high profile meant that I got to be involved with a lot of interesting work although the downside was that I didn’t get to spend as much time working personally with Jen as I would have liked. 

I worked on the various terrorist watch lists that governments use, issues surrounding double jeopardy for Guantanamo detainees, renditions in East Africa and the crime of glorification of terrorism. I also attended some of the Congressional hearings, "From the Department of Justice to Guantanamo Bay: Administration Lawyers and Administration Interrogation Rules” and saw testimony by former Attorney-General John Ashcroft and former Assistant Attorney General Walter Dellinger, among others. 

The HRW office in Washington DC was an incredibly welcoming, social and influential place in which to spend the working week. Everybody’s doors were open all of the time and although I was primarily working for Jen, I became very close and interacted with many of the other people there. One of the highlights was the annual HRW picnic where I witnessed the Advocacy Director being beaten at the mini-golf for the first time in seven years by a former professor of mine from Harvard Law School!

The work I did with HRW and the insight it gave to me into the NGO approach to human rights was an invaluable learning curve while also being a thoroughly enjoyable summer. I was exposed to lawyers who use their legal skills in the wider sphere to influence government policy and public opinion. The experience will be particularly valuable as preparation for my pupillage, six months of which will be spent with the Home Office Legal Adviser’s Branch. 

